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Happy Days Nursery Year In Action 2017 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We thought it would be a great time for us to look back and reflect on 2017 and to share with you all of the 

wonderful things that we have done this year, some of which you may not be aware of! 

 

We have spent this year reviewing our practices and procedures and refining and improving these. We 

have spent considerable time and money investing in our staff by providing significant and high quality 

training for them which in turn benefits each of your children. 

 

We have employed highly qualified and talented staff to compliment our team. We maintain consistently 

high ratios. 

 

We have introduced a Focus Child approach to our observation and assessment, which means parents get 

the opportunity to meet with their child’s key person and a senior member of staff to discuss their child’s 

progress and how they can be further supported at home. We have also introduced new ‘Learning Stories’ 

for each child to replace the Learning Journeys, which document the journey they take within the nursery 

and the learning that takes place along the way. 

 

This year we have introduced home visits for all children that have joined the Caterpillar Room. This has 

been invaluable for staff to get to know our youngest children and their families and we have had 

wonderful feedback from the families involved. 

 

The Caterpillar Room and some of the outside of the building has been decorated. 

 

A new fire alarm system has been installed. 

 

 
First Aid Training– Current statutory guidelines states 

‘At least one person who has a current paediatric first aid (PFA) certificate must be on the premises and 

available at all times when children are present’ (EYFS Statutory Framework, 2017)  

At Happy Days Nursery all of our staff have just updated their Paediatric First Aid training so that they can 

give children the best medical care at all times. 

 

Safeguarding Training 

All of our staff have completed their Level 2 Safeguarding qualification this year, including staff who cover 

our lunch clubs to ensure all staff understand their responsibilities and know how to keep children safe. 

This far exceeds the recommendations by the Local Safeguarding Board. Kate, Jenny and Julie have 

completed their Level 3 Designated Safeguarding Lead training and are lead practitioners who provide 

support, advice and guidance to all staff and families. 
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Elizabeth Jarman Training 

We paid for Elizabeth Jarman, an award winning international education professional, specialising in 

creating really effective learning environments, to visit us in the Summer term. She completed strategic 

planning with Jenny, Nicole and Kate and also deliver inspirational twilight training for all staff about her 

Communication Friendly Spaces approach to enable us to design the best possible space for our children. 

 

Helicopter Stories Training 

During November Kate, Jenny, Julie, Becky and Sarah Brown (the Management Team) travelled to Bishops 

Stortford to attend training linked to storytelling and the power of telling stories to help develop children’s 

language development, confidence and writing. This is something that will be cascaded to all staff during 

the Spring Term and introduced within both rooms and we look forward to updating you about how much 

fun we have telling our own stories next term! 

 

We have had a lot of work done on our outside area including… 

Creating a growing area – We have grown radishes, carrots and broad beans already this term. 

Creating a new mud kitchen and outdoor creative area at the end of the garden – Children have had a 

wonderful time exploring natural mark making, art and creative activities and have absolutely loved digging 

with new spades and rakes to find worms and make mud pies in the digging area. 

We have new climbing blocks with ladders and a whole range of large loose parts for our children to 

explore and use to engage in role play or construction activities.  

 

 

 

Looking to the year ahead we hope to… 

• Make further links with our families to share information and how to support your child at home 

• Finish preparing our Family Room ready for us to explore with both the children and our families 

• Introducing hot meals for lunches and afternoon tea to extend our provision for those children 

eating within the nursery 

• Alter the Butterfly Room to include inviting smaller spaces and areas of provision for our children  

• Move the pegs from the corridor into the Butterfly Room to avoid congestion and to give children 

further independence when accessing their coats and bags 

• Roll out a new website. 

Look out for more information in our newsletters. 

 

Whilst writing, we thought you would like to know about our plans for the Christmas week within nursery. 

This will run from 11th to 20th December. During this time we will be doing lots of Christmas themed 

activities, have some Christmas music playing, enjoy a festive snack and there might even be a special 

delivery for the children from a VIP…! We are really looking forward to sharing this special time of year 

with all of the children. 

 
May we take this opportunity to wish you and your families a happy and peaceful Christmas and a healthy 

New Year. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Jenny, Nicole, Kate and all of the Happy Days Family 
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