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19th September 2017 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

A huge Happy Days Nursery welcome to all of our new families and welcome back to our existing families, we 

hope you all had a wonderful summer. It has been wonderful seeing our caterpillars grow their wings and 

become our new butterflies and to also see our brand new caterpillars and butterflies settling brilliantly into 

nursery life. 

 

Dates for your diaries 

20th & 23rd October – Little Urchins Photographer 

November – Christmas Fair 

15th December - Christmas sing-a-long (Butterfly Room children) 

20th December – Nursery closes at 5.30pm for Christmas 

21st & 22nd – Staff training days 

2nd January 2018 – Nursery re-opens 

 

Little Urchins 

We are looking forward to welcoming Little Urchins back in to the nursery to take vintage style photographs of 

your children. We have booked two sessions with Little Urchins: Friday 20th October and Monday 23rd 

October. Please note the dates in your diary. Siblings are very welcome to be included in the photos on either 

day, please speak to a member of staff if you will be bringing siblings along to be photographed. 

 

Christmas 

We know it's quite early to be talking about Christmas but we do have a couple of dates that we would like 

you to put in your diaries.   

 

Christmas sing a long 

We will be inviting parents of all children in the Butterfly Room to share in our 

festive sing a long. This will be on Friday 15th December at 12pm and 4pm. 

Children will be singing a few songs, in our outside area (weather permitting), 

while you enjoy a mince pie. Children who do not attend on this day will receive 

an invitation nearer the time to join one of these sing a longs. 
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This year we are excited to announce that we will be having a Christmas Fair. The date is  

to be confirmed, but is likely to be held at the end of November. Please look out for  

updates on our Facebook page and our chalkboard. In the meantime  if you or anyone  

you know would like a stall please speak to a member of staff or drop us an email.  

 

The nursery will close at 5.30pm on Wednesday 20th December and will reopen at 7.45am on Tuesday 2nd 

January 2018. 

Government funding runs until Friday 15th December. Any sessions attended between 18th- 20th December will 

therefore be payable in full. Please complete the slip at the end of the letter and return to nursery or email us 

with your response before Friday 29th September so that we can plan our staffing requirements. Thank you. 

 

Fees 

Just a reminder that we are now sending our invoices, newsletters and other messages by email. If you haven't 

already done so please provide us with your email address. You can do so by sending us an email to 

happydaysnursery@msn.com. Invoices will be sent/handed out on the 1st of the month and are payable 

within 10 days. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

Parent Questionnaires 

Thank you to those of you who took the time to respond to the quesionnaires that went out over the summer. 

The nature of the responses was overwhelmingly positive. Of the questions answered 100% would 

recommend our nursery. 100% felt that their child is safe at the nursery and 100% felt that Happy Days 

Nursery supports their child’s individual needs.  

We strive to provide the best possible care and welcome all of your comments, both positive and constructive. 

 

Changes 

During the summer we have been working hard and enlisted the help of Concord ICB Contractors to further 

develop our outdoor area. We are very excited to announce that we have added some new areas of provision 

to the end of our garden, including a vegetable patch, art and craft area and 

extended mud kitchen and digging area.  

 

In our Growing Area we are 

currently growing radishes and 

carrots with the children and they    

are learning how to take care of 

them. 

 

 

 

 

In our art and craft area we have been creating natural art using 

leaves and squashed petals on white sheets, making colourful 

patterns and marks. We have been painting stones, making bracelets 

from natural materials and writing recipes. We have also wrapped 

coloured wool around sticks to use as props in role play and as 

magical wands to support pre-writing skills such as making marks, 

following pattern trails etc. 
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In our mud kitchen we 

have been experimenting 

with textures, measuring, 

talking about quantities 

and creating and following 

different mud recipes. 

 

 

 

 

We have also had our tunnel covered with artificial lawn to ensure it is usable in all weathers and provides a 

softer surface for running, rolling and climbing. On one side of the tunnel we have also installed rows of tyres 

to offer further climbing opportunities for the children. This is a firm favourite with the children and a great 

place to spend time talking, interacting and developing physical skills. 

 

        
 

Please help!   

To help us to enhance and maintain our outdoor provision we would be very grateful for any spare and no 

longer needed white shirts, white cotton sheets, sticks from the woods or park, herbs and spices (out of date 

ones are fine!) and old flowers that are nearing the end of their life! If you have any of these please pass them 

onto any member of staff, we would be most grateful for any donations. 

 

In the Butterfly Room we have recently also been making some changes which have been triggered by our 

new and existing Butterfly children and how they have been choosing to use the areas within the room and 

resources available. Please bear with us as we finalise these changes and be assured that the changes are 

carefully thought through and evaluated to ensure the room best suits our children, families and practitioners.  

 

Family Room 

Family is at the heart of Happy Days Nursery and we want to ensure that our families are warmly welcomed 

and well supported in our setting. We have therefore sectioned off the main room to create a new ‘Family 

Room’. This room is intended to be a space where we can meet with families of Happy Days Nursery to discuss 

children’s learning and as an information base for parents about how children learn at the nursery and ideas 

to help at home. We are also currently setting up a library in this room which will be able to be accessed by 

our children and families to share stories and develop story telling skills. More information will follow as the 

room becomes finished and usable by our families.  
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Lunch Club 

Due to increased numbers at lunch clubs we are now running two lunch club groups, one for our younger 

children and one for our older children. We are using the Family Room to accommodate our younger children 

in a small group and the older children are continuing to use the Butterfly Room. 

 

Staff News 

Kate – We are thrilled to be able to congratulate Kate on 20 years at Happy Days Nursery. Kate started at the 

nursery as a student in 1997 and became Deputy in 2005 and Manager in 2006. Kate is central to the nursery 

and continues to show great dedication and commitment. We look forward to celebrating this huge 

achievement with Kate and are so grateful to have her as the Manager of our Happy Days Nursery family. 

 

Leah Sexton - We are happy to tell you that Leah is expecting her first baby and is in the early stages of 

pregnancy. Unfortunately, due to health reasons, she is currently unable to continue her role as Nursery 

Practitioner. We wish her all the best with her pregnancy and hope to see her soon. 

 

Sarah Bradbrook – We are delighted to welcome Sarah back into the Happy Days family. Sarah will be a 

familiar face to some of you as she has regularly been providing cover for us. Sarah will be working as a 

Nursery Practitioner on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Sarah is a very experienced practitioner and is 

wonderful with the children so she will be an asset to the nursery. 

 

Extended Hours 

We currently have spaces available for both our breakfast and afternoon clubs every day. If you are interested 

in your child attending either or both of these clubs please speak to a member of staff. 

 

We are very much looking forward to working with you all during this busy and fun filled term.  

 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

Nicole Sturman, Jenny Weidner and Kate Milne 

 

 

�------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Yes, my child …………………………………………will be attending his/her normal sessions 18th-20th December (I 

understand these sessions are payable). 

 

Yes, my child …………………………………………will be attending 18th         19th        20th       December (I understand 

these sessions are payable). 

 

No, my child …………………………………………will NOT be attending his/her normal sessions 18th-20th December. 

 


